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The Effects of Peer Attachment on Delinquent Behavior
(A Meta-analysis Study)

Elly Yuliandari and Sugiyanto
Faculty of Psychology, Gadjah Mada University

This meta-analytic study was conducted through an analysis of 13 studies correlating peer at-
tachment to delinquency. Subjects (¥ = 9823) were respondents aged 10 to 18 years. Result
shows a positive and significant correlation between delinquency and peer attachment (rho =
4834 on a 95% degrees of significance and interval of standard deviation = .02787). This
study supports previous studies, which reveal correlation between peer attachment and delin-
quency.

Keyword: peer attachment, delinquency

Penelitian dengan menggunakan metaanalisis ini dilakukan dengan analisis terhadap 20
studi yang mengaitkan kelekatan sebaya dan perilaku delinkuen. Subjek penelitian meli-
batkan 9823 responden yang berusia antara 10 hingga 18 tahun. Hasil yang diperoleh me-
nunjukkan adanya korelasi positif dan signifikan antara kenakalan dan kelekatan sebaya
(rho = 4834; dengan taraf kepercayaan 95% dan interval SD = .02787). Penelitian ini

mendukung hasil penelitian sebelumnya yang mengungkapkan hubungan antara kelekatan

sebaya dan kenakalan,

Kata kunci: kelekatan sebaya, kenakalan

Juvenile delinquency is a classic issue found from
time to time. Narcotics issues, crime, or aggressive
behavior involving teenagers increases in number,
Problems related with narcotics, aggressive behavior,
stress, and other psychiatric disturbances increase a
lot. This disturbance happens in productive age. Ac-
cording to Indonesian National Narcotics Agency
(Badan Narkotika Nasional Republik Indonesia,
2009), there was a significant increase of narcotics
abuse in 1997-2008 with 50.1% increase in all ages.
Users of 19 years of age and less showed 7% increase
very year.

Delinquent behavior in teenagers was affected by
peers. Studies conducted by Duncan, Biglan, dan Ary
(1998), Elliott, Huizinga, and Morse (1985), Erickson,
Crosnoe, dan Dornbusch (2000), Fergusson, Lynskey
& Horwood (1997), and Moffitt (1993) revealed the
effects of maladaptive friends on the increase in
narcotics abuse. Law breaking affected by peer was
found in studies by Farrington (1995), Fergusson,
Lynskey & Horwood (1996), Hoge, Andrews, and

Correspondence concerning this article should be ad-
dressed to Dra. Elly Yuliandari, M.Si., Faculty of Psycholo-
2v. Universitas Surabaya, Jalan Raya Kalirungkut, Surabaya
20293 E-mail el_yuliandari@yahoo.com
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Leschied (1996),Moffit (1993), Woodward, Fergusson,
and Horwood (2002).

Peer influence is very significant. The role of peer is
more powerful than parents, teachers, or the media.
Relation with peer has a strong and unique charac-
teristic patterns. Closeness of relation and entanglement
with peers is part of the social competency process.
Relation with friend of the same age is needed to
develop social skills. On the other side, peer relation
also has risk of possibility of delinquent behavior
(Bradley & Wildman, 2002).

Parents’ worries about children social relation is
logical because some studies found the role of peers in
developing delinquent behavior. Closeness and har-
monious relation with family did not guarantee that
children did not do delinquency (Ladd & Parke, 1992 ;
Cloward & Ohlin, 1960). Coles, Corley, Falek, Lynch
(2003) stated that peers gave significant effects on the
tendency to consume alcohol.

Since peer is a significant factor in contributing
teenage development, it is very important to know the
relation pattern that gives the foundation the relation
closeness and influence process that happens in
teenagers. This study was to give a picture of peer
influence in developing delinquent behavior.
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Delinquency Definition

The definition of delinquency can be differentiated as
legal and non-legal. From legal point of view, delinquency
is & law breaking behavior leading to criminal act. By this
definition, the meaning of delinquency is very wide. Any
behavior leading to law breaking such as aggressive beha-
vior, unpleasing act toward others, and narcotics abuse be-
long to thia definition (Flowers, 1986).

Legal action is in social, psychological, medical, and
individual context. From sociological point of view,
delinquency is an action that put oneself or environment
in danger. From psychiatric point of view, delinquency
is an emotional condition or attitude showing pathologi-
cal mental condition, From psychological point of view,
delinquency is not only actual action, but also individual
view on individual action. Based on definition from
many disciplines, delinquency is aggressive act done by
teenagers of |8 years of age based on norms, situation,
and onesell view. By non legal definition, all people
belong to delmqv.my category, so legal definition of
delinquency is used (Flowers, 1986). Legal definition
classifies delinquency as individual who acts against
current norms and law. This action is categorized as
criminal act, deviant behavior (offender).

Aggressive Behavior

Aggessive behavior is a form of behavior possessed
by anyone with certain portion or degree. Aggressive
bduvintisancmbr}oofﬂu.puss‘bllnyul'mldlmﬁs-
order or deli | and Le Marquand
(2001) stated ﬂun ug;mmve beha\')nr was a predictor of
delinquent behavior. Moreover, Tremblay and Le
Marquand stated that teenagers before 13 years of age
that showed excessive aggressive behavior should be
cautioned because of possibility of delinquent conduct.

Criminal Behavior

Criminal behavior is pmmnmt in delinquency. About
90 %o criminal action is part of . Patterson and
Yoerger (1993) stated that if children at the age of 6
=13 years had been involved in delinquent act leading to law
enforcement, there was a great possibility that they would be
involved in criminal act in the future. If criminal act was
done at the age of mone than 13 years, the probability to do
the same thing would be one 1o three. This statement was
supported by Katsiyannis, Zhang, Barrett, & Flaska
(2004) who revealed that involvement of criminal act in
younger age would risk criminal act in adult age.

Assault

Assault consists of killing, mm,g, hurting  other
people, and robbery. These actions are considered
offense. Stealing, using narcotics, and avenging are in-
cluded. Mostly offensive actions are not detected and
not necessarily arrested and they are not having any con-
sequences with law (Bradley & Wildman, 2002).

Delinquency Theory
There are many theories conceming delinquent behavior,
ology, and differential assocuation (Flowers, 1986).

Biological Theory

T‘his!heonr* the role of biological factor that
behavior. Lombroso's atavism isa
dworyﬂmmbodytypeofmumhmmﬁﬂmry
is considered an anomaly because convicts have many
different kinds of body type.

Psychogenic Theory

Psych lytic theori Deling behavior is
wns;dewd as a ﬁ:ma of unsettled instinctive conflict
manifested in abnormal behavior including delinquency.
Delinguent behavior is considered as a form of unsettled
instinctive conflict manifested in abnormal behavior
including delinquency.

Personality theories. Delinquency is related to so-
mene's characteristics. Delinquent teenagers usually
like to run away from homes, teenagers with immature
consideration and behavior. They feel rejected at homes
and find it difficult to make friends. Some individuals
tend to steal. Personality risk of delinquency can be
detected though some series of test.

Delinquency is related to someone”s characteristics, De-
linquent tecnagers usually like to run away from homes,
feel rejected at homes and find it difficult to make friends.
Some individuals tend 10 steal. Personality risk of delin-

Psychopathic Theory
The term psychopathic is controversial. The cause in stll
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patiem so that those individuals do not have relation and re-
sponsibility 1o do social nonms. These mdividuals are consi-
dered as off the hook of neality context. Psychopath or socio-
path tends to neutralize and jusify righty what they are do-
ing. The behavior itself would bring out social punishment.

The term psychopathic is controversial. The cause in
still unclear as related to delinquency. There is a psy-
chiatric school of thought that stresses similarity be-
tween psychopathic and sociopathic personality in ab-
normal feeling pattern so that those individuals do not
have relation and responsibility to do social nomms.
These individuals are considered as off the hook of reali-
ty context. Psychopath or sociopath tends to neutralize
and justify rightly what they are doing. The behavior
itself would bring out social punishment.

Psychiatric Theory

Psychiatric theory is based more on theoretical than
empirical background. Theory that explains delinquency
is "superego lacunae” or existential emptiness in supére-
o as stated by Adeslaide Johnson (cited in Robert &
Walker, 2003). Delinquent behavior happens more in
middle class society because disciplinary system is not
consistently applied. There is a projection of disappoint-
ment und many problems encountered by parents and
teenagers that finally lead to delinquent behavior. This
theory has some weaknesses because 1) it is not sup-
ported by experimental studies; (2) there is no specific
case that can be used as reference, (3) this theory was
constructed based on case studies; (3) those case studies
were primarily teenagers with emotional problems, de-
linquency is only secondary problems
Sociological Theory

Biogenic, psychogenic, and psychiatric explanations can
satisfactorily describe delinquency. Another theory that
supplements the understanding of delinquency is social
structure concept, elements in social life and many situations
stimulating delinquency. Merton revealed the concept
of social structure. Amdmgwl\dmm marginal so-
ciety tends to expenience social disappoi s0 that they
have risk to do rebellious behavior. The marginal society is
in unhucky position because they do not have any capital o
pursue social demand (cited in Robat & Walker, 2003).
According to social structure theory, delinguency is a form
of frustmtion, rejection to system and social demand. Steal-
ing and using narcotics s a manifestation of many reactions.

Differential association theory. According to Suther-
land, delinquent behavier is considered as leaming effect.

According to this theory, individuals have the opportunity to
form adaptive or delinguent behavior (cited in Robert &
Wllu:' 2003). Reinforcement given to adaptive behavior
m St mh“ Ll habani
mumm.mmmMmddm
in delinquent behavior. Individuals have different relations
with muny people. There is a possibility that an individual
has relations with other people who have adaptive behavior
and delinguent behavior at the same time (Ronald, 1985).
Social control theory,  According 1o this theory, delin-
quency shows up because external situation can't control the
individual's behavior. Punishment is needed, social preven-
tion, mass adaptive behavior support is also needed to pre-
vent delinquency, The weakness of this theory is that it can't
explain intemalization of social values.

Differential anticipation theory. Behavior that shows
up is & manifestation of social situation experienced by the
individual. Group values also play a role in choosing the
behavior. People in certain social group tend to show differ-
ent delinguency pattern than that in other group
Subcultural theories,  This theory is based on sub cul-
tural values that form and give legitimation to do delinquen-
cy. Culture, target to be achieved, and strutegy of the low
class group is different from high class group. Each one has
different lifee style, tradition, and intentional focus.
Labelling theory.  This theory explains the concept of
“looking-glass self* that describes reality based upon sym-
bols used in communicating and making relation. People
tend to Jook at themsetves based upon opinion or assesment
of other people. Labelling on other people is a part of undi-
stributed social force. Low socioeconomic group is vulner-
ble 10 be given labelling and difficult to make reciprocal
opposition to stigmata sticking to them. Opposition given is
opposition against their social role or identity.

The Cause of Delinquent Behavior

There are many theories that explain the meaning of
delinquency (Ronald, 1985), namely (1) Broken home
theory, (2) Family and family structure, (3) quality of
iage and parent’s discipline, and (4) Social class.
Broken home theory. Broken home is a term used
for situation in the family in which one of the parents is
not at home because she or he nns away from home,
divorced, or dead. Absences of one parent make instabili-
ty. A controversial study by Shaw & Mc Kay (1942) Erick-
son, Crosnoe & Dombusch (2000) revealed different re-
sults Impact of broken home was influenced by age.
Adult individuals had a more tolerance 1o the situation
they experienced. Broken home caused bigger risk in
preadolescent sons. Unbroken home family had more
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chance to quantitatively and qualitatively interact with
teenagers (cited in Johnson & Pandina, 1991).

Critics 10 broken home theory were that broken home
could not be seen as single factor, there were some other
actors that also played a role. Browning revealed that
disorganization in the family did not give a clear expla-
nation about delinquent behavior (cited in Fleming &
Talbor, 2003).

Family and family structure factor.  Lees and
Newson revealed that sibling contributed a great deal on
delinquent behavior. Parents that differentiated their
treatment upon older and younger children contributed
the possibility of children involed in gang activity (cited
in Catalano et al., 1998). Dlmremmmnmntwnuk!nsk
Jealousy and youngsters would make

m:hsmoeofmothersshouldbeukmlnmcnwd-
eration. Bowlby (1988) conducted a study that investi-
gated the role of mothers on delinquency. He revealed
that a long separation with mothers would risk delin-
quent disturbance. Siri Nacss opposed the result of
Bowlby's study. According to Siri Naess, separation with
mothers would not make delinquency if teenagers could
find substitute figures (cited in Roberts & Walker, 2001).

Relational closeness with family. Relational close-
ness was considered as an important factor for teenagers.
Less closeness would risk youngsters to do delinquency.
Gilhaeck revealed that emational closeness between mothers
and children, parents and children, fathers and children,
and children and children related to delinquency. Rejection
attitude of parents toward children would influence the
possibility of delinquency (Andry, as cited in Roberts &
Walker, 2001).

If parents disregard youngsters, this would bring an-
ger that could be compensated in many forms of beha-
vior, one of which was delinquency. Flewelling, Paschall,
& Ringwalt (2003) revealed that if the relation with fa-
ther figure is not close, the warmth of a mother was
gone, this would play a big role in bringing about delin-
quency. Bandura dan Walters (1963) revealed that ag-
gressive teenagers tended not to have opportunity to
express dependency feclings. More frecquent punish-
ment than reward was considered as rejection, and
youngsters tended to do delinquent behavior,

Communication between members of the family is a
crucial factor, The important clement of communication
is cohesiveness, decision making process and rules and
roles in family system. If problems arise, openness in
communication is still an important element in relation,
as a bridge to improve relationship. Hirschi® study
through self report (1969) revealed that a good commu-

nication with parents made teenagers stay away from
delinquent behavior.

Marriage quality. Marriage quality gives a big in-
fluence on youngsters’ development. In delinquent tee-
nagers, it was found that quality condition of their par-
ents’ marriage is bad. Browning (2007) revealed that
marriage athpumnn and solidarity in the family contri-
buted to youngsters' mental health. In divorced families,
}Umgﬂaslmdwbemnpumedbyammlhr
C gers are needed to help them accept the
ml.uyofhfe.

Family discipline. Discipline in the family is based
on consistency, propemess, and strictness.  Patterson &
Stouthamer-Loeber (1984) found comelation between
family management and delinquency. Family manage-
ment consists of parents; monitoring, discipline, prob-
lem soivmg, and reinforcement. Those four form
youngsters' upbringing pattern. A weak, inconsistent
discipline would make youngsters have risk of delin-
quency. Consistent discipline oriented on support and
proper consequence decreases delinquency.

Social class. Cohen revealed the role of social class on
group formation by a theory of status frustration. According
to Cohen, culture of low social class is a manifestation of
reaction formation. Reaction formation 5 an opposition
against middle class group. Children with weak economic
mfnel&umwdwhmﬁcmgmnpmhmmm
class children. Feeling of helph b e
mkeﬂ'undomwuumpammlmdmgmddmm
behavior (cited in Talbott & Fleming, 2003).

In middle class society, delinquency is an expression
of hedonism, a form of drive to get pleasure or doing it
Jjust for fun. Middle class and low class as well have the
similarity in leaming factor to show up delinquent beha-
vior. Friends® influence gives a big influence, and this is
called as leamed delinquency (Hirschi, 1996).

Gang

Gang is an association of individuals as a group with
clear leading figure, Gang is associated with violence
and antisocial behavior, Members of the gang have cer-
tain characteristics, unclear role, weak cohesiveness, not
permanent, minimal consensus, changing members, and
ineffective leadership. Between members, there is not
any clear tie (Erickson, Crosnoe, & Dombuschm, 2000).
Gang belongs 1o low class and high class as well. Visi-
ble behavior of members is the ties between members to
do something together. The action of the gang seems to
be rough, and aggressive (Famington, 1995).
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Friends’ Influence

Relation with friends of the same age is very important
for physical, cognitive and social development (Damir &
Ulbu'g‘ 2003). It gives a big influence on teenagers’ beha-
vior. Any attempt to choose condusive friends for young-
sters’ development need aftention. Many quality relation
and numbers of fricnds minimize the risk of delinquency.

Millstein, Petersen, & Nightingale revealed that friends
contributed in causing delinquent behavior such as sexual
behavior and other risky behavior (cited in Burton, Ray, &
MM)NM@mofpwsmddmmqm
nﬂlnmdbyqnhywofmﬁwukm
sion significantly influences violent action (Steinberg, 2001),

Social Information Theory

During relating with others, teenagers make codification
about what happened. They absorb and analyze, and eva-
luate what have happened. This codification makes social
cognition. Based upon social cognition theory, with which
youngsters make relation would influence the formation of

Learning Process from Friends

Brownfield (1970) and Hartup (1992) stated that there
was a relation complexity between peers in influencing
each other. Youngsters are able to differentiate personality,
mood, expectation, drive, motivation and intention of their
friends. A good relation between peers would bring five
mmm,nmlynnddmg,pmhvemufuu:m&
negative  remforcement, e and
Makmgusimdtouseposmwrzmm
expertise power 1o influence his friends (Burton, Ray &
Mehta, 2003). Closeness of relation would bring intention
to imitate (modeling), and give positive association on
delinquent behavior. Reinforcement is given in the form
of expected activity as compensation while doing activity
he wants. Another way to influence others is through so-
cinlwuu.\‘mmgﬁus“mhavewmmahlcm
give big influence on less competent individuals.

Negative reinforcement is another way to press
fnendsmpup:mn:ncganvehdmwor For example, a

is th d not to be considered ber of
ﬂ'legmlgmmorelfhedoesnnt\mnlmummwm
ing. Another approach is using reference model, stress-
ing one individual as someone they could trust. This
trust can be used as a tool to do delinquency.

Attempts to influence friends can be demonstrative by
directly pressing. Along with adulthood development,

they could use finer approach. A good social skill is
needed to influence friend to do what he wants. Lipsey
& Derzon (1998) stated that at the age of 12 to 14 years,
children were vulnerable to be influenced by peers to do
antisocial behavior. Teenagers tend to interact with indi-
vidual who have the same attitude or behavior. Alcohol
consumption, academic cheating. or vandalism are easi-
ly imitated by youngsters. Peer is a source of informa-
tion perceived to support negative activity or behavior.
Coles, Corley, Falek, & Lynch (2003) revealed that tee-
nagers were influenced by peers in alcohol abuse would

When children come to adulthood, critical thinking
starts to form. The ability to identify peers who have
positive or negative role is developing.

Selective Process

]ncJ-UM 2 hnvc 1 .Jmly.
they can differentiate friends that have bad influence and
good influence. Critical thinking does not always be-
come reference in choosing friends. Teenagers tend to
choose friends with the same affiliation. They choose
friend who can accept them. In situation where he is
more accepted by friends who have delinquent behavior,
he would imitate what they did. Closeness with delin-
quent peers in early age is more dangerous because he
does not have selection power.

Method
Data Collection: Literature Study

Journal articles published in many nations were ana-
lyzed. Articles were collected using the key words: peer
attachment and delinquency.

Research Variables

Research variables were delinquency and peer at-
tachment. Delinquency is a form of behavior that (1)
broke the law such as assault, drug abuse, criminal act
(steal, kill, hurt, rob) or (2) broke norms in speaking or
had a bad attitude. Delinquency was a dependent vari-
able.

Closeness with peer was independent variable. Peer
closeness meant relation closeness figured by (1) mak-
ing activities together, (2) emotional closeness or (3)
modelling. In this swdy, dependent and independent
variables consisted of one or more indicators.
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Statistics

Statistics was used to see the relation between two
variables, significancy, magnitude, variability. To see
effect size, product moment r. Regression, transforma-
tion, F-test and /-test and beta score,

Weighted cffiect size estimates ($i) was calculated to
see sample size (Hunter & Schmidt, 1990). Moderating
variable significance was calculated using heterogeneity
analysis (Rosenthal, 1991). To see effect size signific-
ance phi statistics was used.

Methodological Variables

To see methodological variables, analysis was based
on study using survey and quasi experiment using lon-
gitudinal approach. Survey was chosen because the
relation between the two varibles could be scen. Data
collection was done using closed questionnaire, rating
(teachers, friends, and parents), interview, observation,
open questionnaire to make self report or others’ report.
Secondary data was also used to dig demographic data,
delinquent behavior record owned by instittion
(school). Respondents were teenage group with the age
of 10— 18 years old involving 9823 repondents.

Results
Peer Attachment and Delinquent Behavior

Correlation between peer attachment and delinguent
behavior in 13 studies (see Table 1) after correction is r
= 38766, p< .05. It can be concluded that peer attach-
ment has significant influence on delinquent behavior.
Variance correlation was around 52286 and .02563.
Population correlation deviation standard was around
22866, Population Interval correlation (#) was around
— 05425 as lower limit and .83056 as upper limit after
sample taking commection, Afier possible intrument cor-
rection, r = 4834,

Indicator used to reveal peer attachment was relation-
al closeness, communication, activities done together,
peer modelling. Indicator used to reveal delinquency
was intensity and frecquency of using alcohol, doing
criminal act, and anti-social behavior (rude attitude,
smoking, physical violence, sexual intercourse, and
abortion).

Delinquent teenagers tended to have delinquent
friends too. This was revealed by relational closeness,

modelling, and intensity and frecquency of action done
together. Variance comelation rxy or o’r was around
1052885 meaning that this was population variance cor-
relation and variability of sampling error.

Characteristics of Sample

There was a tendency to take sample with age inter-
val of 10 ~ 19 years of age. This period was perceived
as vulnerable to the possibility being influenced by
peers. Research was done on elementary and secondary
pupils in the America, Canada, Australia, and China.
The result was about the same, consistency in signifi-
cant comrelation between peer attachment and delin-
quent behavior.

The possibility of sampling error was .00145. Based
upon variance of sampling emor, the true population
variance could be calculated, using formula o*p = o’r -
oe, and the result was .05042. Population interval con-
fidence correlation (r) was around 05425 as Jower limit
and .0830 as upper limit. Interval r showed a wide in-
terval, meaning that there was a correlation variance in
population, or contribution of peer attachment on delin-
quency varied although significant. Score minus
showed a big deviation standard, Sampling error was
0652 or 6.5254 %. Unspecified error was 93.887 %.

Research Instrument

The possibility of instrument error could be seen from the
following analysis, the mean of research instrument group
for independent and dependent variables ( 4 )= .8020. Cor-
relation after measurement emor was (p) = 4834, population
correlution after measurement error of independent and de-
pendent variables. Sum square of variance coefficient V=
L0118, artefact variance was 000870, and the true variance
comelation was S = 2787284, So, the confidence interval
was 0749786 as lower limit and 8770583 as upper limit.
Impact of reliability variability was 16.5 %.

Discussion

Result shows a positive and significant correlation
between peer attachment and delinquency. Result is
inconsistent with studies done by Burton, Ray, and
Mehta (2003). Catalano, et al (1998) also stated an in-
fluence of agent to influence other people to do what he
wanis. Friends can be used as persuasive technique to
influence teenagers. Teenagers are perceived as figures
that can bring warmth and reception (Brownfield, 1991).
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Table |
Tabulation of Journal Being Analyzed

Research Researchers Year N rxy rxx ry
Infly of Risk Behaviors on the Quality of Peer Re- Engels, R. C.ME, & Tomter 2003 506 .45 746 800
lations in Adolescence Bogt.
Mulmhmdulmofﬂxeﬂ%mofmﬂmﬁmm Roxana, Y., Samaniego,, & 1999 455 050 960
on delings for Mexican American adol CGonzales, N.A

Drug Use and Delinquency: Shared and Unshared Risk  Balka, E.B., Brook, 1.5, Cohen, 1997 1255 240 860 670
Factors in African American and Puerto Rican Adoles-  P., & Whiteman, M.

cenis,

Untangling Devel | Relations b De- Beyers, JM., & Loeber, R. 2003 506 311 900 815
pressad Mood and Deling in Male Adol

Family, Religious, School and Peer Influences on Ado-  Mason, W.A., & Windle, M. 2001 B85 540 800
lescent Alcohol Use: A Longitudinal Study.

Peer Relationships of Young Children: A ffiliative Childs, I, Horsch, E., & SnyderJ 1997 840 160 800
Choices and the Shaping of Aggressive Behavior.

Affect and Peer Context Interactively impact adoles-  Hicks, RE., Ilusong AM 2003 398 730 900 .860
cence Substance Use

Effects of Parenting, Father Absence and Affiliation with Flewelling. R.L., Paschall, M.J, 2003 260 550

Delinguent Peers on Delinquent Behavior among Afri-  &- Ringwalt, C.L.

can-American Male Adolescents,

Female Adols Friendship and delinquent behavior Pleydon, AP., & Schner, 1.G. 2001 76 425

An 18-Year Model of Family and Peer Effects on Garmier, HE., & Stein, J.A. 2002 T2 230 700 BS2
Adolescent Drug Use and Delinguency.

General and Specific Predictors of Behaviorl and Emo- Windle, M., & Mason, WA. 2004 1218 650 740 880

tional Problems among Adolescents,

Delinquency and Substance Use among Gang-Involved  Mason, C. A, Chanequa, J., & 2004 500 597 740 880

Youth: The Moderating Role of Parenting Practices.
Peer Relations and Chinese-Canadian Delinquency.

Walker-Bames
Wong, SK. 1998 315

Significancy p< 001 uptop< 05

Teenagers have strong commitment and ties be-
tween [riends. They tend to socialize and communi-
cate with other teenagers whom they perceive under-
stand their world, so the imitation process and social
cognition happens. Social cognition means mapping
of acceptable and non-acceptable behavior. Teenagers
can accept or refuse outside influence. In a condition
or situation which attachment happens between delin-
quent peers, a bad influence would happen (Robert &
Walker, 2001).

In this study, peers can also be seen as psychiatric
disturbance experienced by teenagers because of envi-
ronmental (social status) pressure related to family
relation, and social pressure (discrimination and acul-
turation process) (Sarmaniego, Roxana, Gonzales, &
Nancy, 1999). In this case the peer influence can not
be separated from social microcosmics. Kinds of de-
linquency conducted by teenagers are closely related

to social situations. Frustrating conditions caused by
discrimination make gs o by
finding peers who can accept them. '[‘I‘ledmblllwwbe
accepted in normative group is responded by blending
themselves in deviant group which can accept them.

Socialization with delinquent peers is not without
problems. There is a situation which they are pressed
by competition, rejection, or not being understood.
They still attach to the group eventhough badly treated
bacause they perceive that this group truly understand
them. From individual internal point of view, there is a
possibility of psychiatric disturbance related to depres-
sion (Beyer & Loeber, 2003). Depressed teenagers
would try to mingle with friend with the same prob-
lems. Togetherness leads to behavior perceived as
comfortable such as narcotics abuse, alcohol abuse,
skip classes, and other destructive behavior. (Bahr,
Johnson & Marcos, 1986 ; McCarrd, 1991).
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Relation with friends makes teenagers able to de-
velop themselves and develop their social skill. On
the opposite, a wide relation would risk delinquent
behavior. Teenagers who are busy with acadamec
activities and have a close relation with parents tend
to develop conventional values. There would be ob-
edience oriented in values and demand of wide socie-
ty. But on the other side, this artitude makes them
clumsy and not being able to mingle with environment.
On positive side, conventional values prevent young-
sters 1o do delinquent behavior (Borduin et al., 1995)

Conclusion and Suggestion

‘This meta-analysis study join individual element,
relation with themselves, and relation with other people
such as teachers, parents, peer, or neighbors. Moreover,
system and social structure were viewed. There are
three layers being studied, namely: intrapersonal, inter-

Pou'mﬂmmbcmgﬂs:snotonl) an artificial
attach The { ss means attachment
and persuasive activities. Friends are active agents 1o do
active persuasion. So, relation with peers is not only
physical, but also a process to equalize aspiration and
ideas between them.

The need to equalize ideas can be a reflection for parents.
Parents and teenagers need to equalize their angle of point of
view, the expectation, and hope. To understand teenagers
means 1o understand their way of thinking, their needs, and
their expected support. Tecnagers need support, but not
parents’ version or other authority’s version. Intensive at-
tempt shoukd be made by parents and authority to give per-
suasive influence 1o teenagers. The way in giving support
should be taken into consideration. Pressing support makes
them run away from home, comfortable support would be
more accepted by teenagers.
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