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Abstract 
Niki Paleg or the cut finger tradition is considered extreme by public society. However, Dani sees Niki Paleg 
as a tradition that has deep meanings. Dani holds this tradition when one of their family member or closest 
people died. Dani will not doubt to cut off their fingers when they felt lost because of death. It is caused of 
the finger is considered a symbol of harmony, unity and strength in a family. The aim of this study is to 
describe the psychological aspects of the Niki Paleg culture carried out by the Dani tribe, as well as to 
review more deeply about the meaning of love for the Dani people as contained in the Niki Paleg tradition. 
According to the results of literature study, it was found that there were three reasons why the Dani tribe 
carries out the Niki Paleg tradition. Dani carries out this tradition not merely to follow their common 
interest as a collective society, but it is also based on feelings of love and deep sorrow because of losing 
their loved ones. The Niki Paleg tradition is a tradition full of meaning, so it is necessary to respond to this 
tradition as a positive thing. 
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