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VICTIMS OF BLACK MAGIC

Gerd Ferdinand Kirchhoff* & Elfina Sahetapy?

ABSTRACT

In a victimologica! framework, "Witches' (performers of black magic) and
special social reactions towards them are described and analyzed. Three
groups of victims are distinguished: the {discovered) black magician, the
custemer and - in special cases - the victim who is used as a target of the ‘black
magic’. It deals with the theoretical victimological framework and describes
several groups of victims. 1t then turns to the social - informal and formal
- reaction towards uncovered, discovered practitioners of black magic. In
this context, it deals with some problems of formal justice interventions into
‘black magic’, not with ‘white magic’ (that is intended to help people). Black
magic is to damage people.

The article uses a victimological theoretical framework. Victimology is
a rational social science of victims, victimisations and the social reaction
towards both. It is the social science of victims of Human Right violations
including crime. As a social science, it is obliged to follow rational, logic
courses of explanations of reality (see Morosawa-Kirchhoff, 2009; Kirchhoff,
2010).

1. WITCHCRAFT AS PART OF REALITY

Witchcraft seems to evade such logical explanation. Its phenomenological
characteristic is imbedded in the ‘unnatural, supernatural, and magical.
Social sciences deal with reality, not with the phenomenological core of
concepts. They deal with 'created realities’ and with their real effects. The
consequences are hard facts, accessible to sociological inquiry. If people
believe in witchcraft, then witchcraft becomes ‘social reality. That is a
straightforward application of the Thomas Theorem (Thomas & Thomas,
1928).

Gerd Ferdinand Kirchhoff, Prof. Dr. jur. is Professor of Victimology at Tokiwa Graduate
School of Victimelogy at Tokiwa University in Mito, Japan, and Member of the Tokiwa
International Victimology Institute.

Elfina Sahetapy PhD is Professor of Criminal Law at the Faculty of Law at the University
of Surabaya in Indonesia.
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