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ABSTRACT

Cosplay is an activity of portraying fictional characters by wearing specific
costumes, carried out by individuals known as cosplayers. However, in practice,
cosplayers often face unpleasant experiences such as sexual harassment,
inappropriate photo requests, body shaming, and privacy violations that frequently
go unnoticed or are misunderstood when shared through social media platforms like
Instagram. In response to these issues, this study aims to raise fans’ awareness of
the importance of ethical interaction with cosplayer figures through a documentary
video. The research applies a participatory documentary method, involving
cosplayers directly in the production process and narrative, and is distributed via
social media and a supporting website. Trial results using pre-test and post-test
methods on cosplayer fans showed a significant increase in their understanding of
the issues presented, as evidenced by the Wilcoxon test with a p-value < 0.05. Thus,
it can be concluded that the documentary video is effective as an educational
medium to foster awareness and encourage more ethical and respectful interactions
with cosplayers.
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